
Muir College Writing Program 50 
— Spring 2020 — 

!! SPECIAL REMOTE-LEARNING EDITION !! 

 
Theme: CYBORG ECOLOGIES 

The relationships between humans and nonhumans are under increasing 
pressure. In the current era of both technological innovation and environmental 
crisis, humanity’s future is directly intertwined with other living organisms, 
nonliving machines, and organic-machine hybrids. Consequently, many 
interdisciplinary scholars are actively working to bridge or blend the natural and 
social/humanistic sciences, exploring how humans operate alongside our 
nonhuman “cousins.” Linked together in interdependent networks, how can we 
survive and thrive? 
 
In keeping with the goals and requirements of MCWP 50, you will examine 
arguments about this topic in an effort to understand their structures. You will 
then develop, introduce, and support your own research-based argument about 
an issue relevant to the course topic. 

 

DATA 
 
Instructor: Thomas Conner 

Email: tconner@ucsd.edu (Subject line of ALL emails MUST contain “MCWP”) 

 
Office hours: Noon-1 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Location: on Zoom, https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/789268772 (Links to an external site.) 

 
Required texts: 

• MCWP 50 Reader for Spring 2020: Cyborg Ecologies. 
• Hacker, Diana, and Nancy Sommers. A Writer’s Reference, 9th edition (for the 

Muir College Writing Program). Bedford-St. Martin’s, 2018. 
• Booth, Colomb, Williams, Bizup & Fitzgerald. The Craft of Research. 4th Chicago 

UP, 2016. 

This spring, the course uses the Canvas LMS system (available to enrolled and waitlisted 
students) for assignment delivery, discussion forums, and communication, as well as 



related external tools such as Zoom (video teleconferencing) and Turnitin.com. See my 
Getting Started page for more information on remote-learning technical requirements. 

LOGISTICS 
 
Grading: MCWP 50 this spring is taken for a letter grade or P/NP. You must complete all 
assigned work (including all drafts) and participate in all course activities (including paper 
revision, workshops, and more) within the designated time allowed in order to receive a 
passing grade in the course. 

• Assignment #1: Research Proposal (including drafts and workshops)   20 % 
• Assignment #2: Annotated Bibliography (including drafts and workshops) 30 % 
• Assignment #3: Research Paper (including drafts and workshops)     40 % 
• Portfolio Reflection Letter             5 % 
• Participation                 5 % 

Instructor feedback: The following assignment drafts will receive instructor comments 
prior to grading the final drafts: 

• Annotated Bibliography, draft 1 
• Research Proposal, draft 2 
• Research Paper, draft 2 

In between drafts, you should make the most of the peer-review workshops, as well as 
seek help from the Writing Hub (writinghub.ucsd.eduLinks to an external site.) or OASIS 
(oasis.ucsd.eduLinks to an external site.). Do not email whole drafts to me, asking me to 
“look them over.” I will comment on specific issues in other revisions upon request if 
time allows. 

Turnitin.com: All paper drafts must be uploaded to Turnitin.com through the Canvas 
assignment links. Papers that are not uploaded to Turnitin will not be graded. 
Turnitin.com is an online database that checks your paper for matches with websites, 
academic journals, other student papers, etc. Failure to submit your papers to 
Turnitin.com will result in an F for the course.   

Participation and timetables: To better accommodate the remote-learning environment 
this quarter, we have the following expectations for the work that you will be 
completing: 

Class activities: These activities include discussions, quizzes, and worksheets that build 
upon the class readings. You have five (5) 24-hour periods from the beginning of your 
class section to complete any assigned class activity, including weekends. Beyond that 
time, these activities will no longer contribute to your final grade. (For example, if, an 
activity occurred during class on Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. Pacific Daylight Time, you have until 
the following Sunday at 9:30 a.m. PDT to complete the activity and turn it in.) 



Peer-review workshops: These interactive workshops are key components to our 
curriculum, and as such, must be completed in a timelier manner than other class 
activities so that your colleagues can use your feedback. I will explain specifics for the 
peer-review workshops in your section. 

Formal writing assignment drafts: As noted above, these assignments are the foundation 
for your grade in the course. Missing a draft due date and time for any draft will lower 
the assignment grade by 1/3 for every 24-hour period, including weekends. (For 
example, if the due date and time is Monday at 9 a.m., and a paper is uploaded at 9:01 
a.m., it is late and will receive a penalty.) Late drafts will not receive comments from the 
instructor. After 3 missed 24-hour periods of any draft, the assignment will receive an F. 
It is better to upload an incomplete draft than nothing. 

Quizzes and discussions: Informal quizzes, discussion questions, and worksheets on 
course concepts, and readings will be assigned as noted above. The intention of these 
modes of communication is to engage in the critical analysis of texts and to develop 
possible connections between class discussions and the texts. It is important that you 
develop your own critical responses. 

Zoom session workshops: Since this is a writing class, part of the class will be devoted to 
workshopping writing assignments. In order to receive credit for this part of the class, 
you must upload drafts of your assignment(s) at appointed times for peer workshops. 
Also, you must give your peers concrete suggestions for improving their work and 
discuss these suggestions with group mates via Zoom on Canvas. 

Portfolio: You are responsible for keeping all copies of all pieces of writing submitted 
throughout the quarter as well as back-up copies. If an assignment is lost or missing, you 
are responsible for replacing it. At the end of the quarter, you will submit a Portfolio 
Reflective Letter that addresses your work for the quarter. 

Email: Check your ucsd.edu inbox and Canvas class site daily for course announcements. 
I only respond to emails sent from your ucsd.edu account. If contacting me by email, 
please use appropriate email etiquette and a professional tone. I respond to emails 
within 24 hours, except on Saturdays. University policy forbids me from discussing 
grades via email. 

OSD accommodation: According to the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD), 
“Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a 
current Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the OSD. Students are 
required to present their AFA letters to the MCWP Program Representative/OSD liaison 
in advance so that accommodations can be arranged.” Contact OSD at (858) 534-
4382, osd@ucsd.edu. Per university policy, OSD accommodations are not retroactive. 

CONDUCT 
 
Respect: Be respectful to classmates and instructor on and offline. Any comments or 



actions that instigate or contribute to a disrespectful or hostile environment will not be 
tolerated. Any individual who, as a result of their words or behavior, silences their 
classmates will be held accountable according to UCSD Principles of 
Community, https://ucsd.edu/about/principles.htmlLinks to an external site.. 

Participation: Participation in this remote-learning environment means not only being 
present for synchronous sessions with the whole class and groups but 
being actively present: contributing to discussions, asking questions, and providing 
feedback. 

Academic honesty and integrity: Students are expected to do their own work as outlined 
in UCSD’s Policy on Academic Integrity, including the translation of work written in a 
language other than English. Also, it is against the policy to “recycle” a paper written for 
one course and turn it in for credit in another course, including any Muir Writing courses. 
Plagiarism, including failure to correctly cite quotations, summaries, or paraphrases, ideas 
from print or online sources is strictly prohibited. See sections on plagiarism and integrity 
in A Writer’s Reference, and the Academic Integrity Office link on Canvas. 

Ignorance of the conventions of academic honesty and integrity is not an excuse. All 
cases of suspicious behavior or academic misconduct are subject to disciplinary action, 
which can include suspension or dismissal. When in doubt, ask me for clarification. 

Course evaluations: Each MCWP student is asked to complete an online Course 
Evaluation. A link to the evaluation, along with instructions for accessing and completing 
the evaluation, will be emailed to your UCSD email account. 

Assessment of the Muir College Writing Program (MCWP): We are always assessing the 
MCWP in order to improve it and to increase our understanding of the teaching of 
writing. This assessment occasionally may include studies of student writing including 
transcripts of Zoom sessions, Canvas chats, and other course-related activities. In the 
case of any of this information being published, your identity (name or other identifiable 
information) will remain anonymous. If you would like to opt out of participating in our 
program assessment, please send an email to muirwriting@ucsd.edu with the subject line 
“opt out” and we will remove your work from consideration for our program assessment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Schedule: MCWP 50 ('Cyborg Ecologies') 
The following is our schedule of readings and assignments for the spring term. 

Each class session will be synchronous, at least at the beginning. Some sessions will be 
synchronous for the fully allotted time, others will not last as long but contain other 
asynchronous content or assignments. You are expected to be available during your 
scheduled section time. 

This page will be updated with the most current information. Expect many changes to 
occur as we proceed. 

  

Week 1 

Tuesday 03.31 

Before class: 

• Read syllabus [Canvas] 
• Post your introduction [Canvas] 

In class: 

• Introductions 
• Muir 50 basics 
• Syllabus review 

  

Thursday 04.02 

Before class: 

• Read “Making Good Arguments,” “From Topics to Questions” [TCR: 7, 3] 
• Read “Understanding College Expectations” and “Academic Writing and 

Cultural Expectations” [AWR: E1, E3] 
• Read “Cyborg Ecologies” [Reader] 

In class: 

• Review argument analysis 
• Discuss first reading & course theme 

  

Week 2 



Sunday 04.05 

Due by 5 p.m.: Submit your 3 topic ideas 

  

Tuesday 04.07 

ASYNCHRONOUS WORK! 

TO DO —  

Topics & Questions 

• Read “From Questions to a Problem,” and “From Problems to Sources” [TCR: 
4,5] 

• Read my feedback on your 3 topic ideas (should be available by Tuesday), and 
send me any questions 

• Begin formulating research question(s) for targeted topic 

Learning to research 

• Complete the "Library Database Search Tutorial" module (containing readings, 
quizzes, videos, and a worksheet) 

• Submit the final worksheet (due by 5 p.m. Sunday) 

Cyborg Ecologies 

• Read “Matsutake Worlds” [Reader] 
• Complete "'Matsutake Worlds' Response" (due by 5 p.m. Sunday) 

MCWP 

• Read Academic Integrity Policy 
• Submit "Academic Integrity Signature" (due by 5 p.m. Thursday) 

  

Thursday 04.09 

ASYNCHRONOUS WORK! 

TO DO —  

Due by 5 p.m.: Submit your Academic Integrity Signature 

Cyborg Ecologies 

• Read “Mixing Humans and Nonhumans Together” [Reader] 



• Post to "Latour and Cyborg Ecologies" Discussions thread 

 Learning to research 

• Complete the "Topic Mapping and Creating a Research Question" module 
(containing readings, quizzes, videos, and a worksheet) 

• Submit the final worksheet (due by 5 p.m. Sunday) 

Topics & Questions 

• Watch "Topics, questions, & the AB" video 
• Submit final topic formula (due before class Tuesday) 

Annotated Bibliography 

• Read the prompt for the AB assignment 
• Send me any questions 

  

Week 3 

Sunday 04.12 

Due by 5 p.m.: 

• "'Matsutake Worlds' Response" 
• Both worksheets from library & topics tutorials 

  

Tuesday 04.14 

Due before class: 1 final topic formula 

Before class: 

• Read “Engaging Sources” [TCR: 6] 
• Read “Researching” [AWR: R1, R2, R3] 
• Read “Living as Cyborgs” [Reader] 

• Read the prompt for the Research Proposal assignment	 Download	the	
Research	Proposal	assignment 

In class: 

• Discuss readings 



• Discuss AB and RP assignments 

  

Thursday 04.16 

Due before class: Annotated Bibliography / Draft 1 

Before class: 

• Watch video: "No One Writes Alone" 

In class: 

• Peer-review of Annotated Bibliography / Draft 1 

  

Friday 04.17 

Due by noon: Uploaded your completed AB/1 peer-review worksheets to discussion 
group 

  

Week 4 

Tuesday 04.21 

Due before class: Research Proposal / Draft 1 

Before class: 

• Read “Warrants” [TCR: 11] 
• Read “Reviewing, revising, and editing” [AWR: C3] 

In class: 

• Research Proposal discussion and sample 
• Conference planning and signup 
• Peer-review of Research Proposal / Draft 1: complete by noon Wednesday! 

  

Thursday 04.23 

ASYNCHRONOUS WORK! 

To do by 5 p.m. Sunday: 



• Read “You Are Cyborg” and "Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene, 
Chthulucene: Making Kin" [Reader] 

• Contribute to the Donna Haraway discussion thread 
• Complete this practice exercise about plagiarism 
• Sign up for conferences! 

  

Friday 04.24 

Due by 2:30 p.m.: Research Proposal / Draft 2 

  

Week 5 

Individual conferences, Round One 

Regular classes do not meet this week. There will be no office hours. 

Each student will meet with me individually for 20 minutes in a synchronous Zoom 
session. 

In these meetings, we will discuss your current draft and any questions you have 
regarding the course and upcoming work. These conferences are meant to be helpful 
and informative for you, and we will spend most of the time talking about your own 
writing. Come prepared with questions and concerns. 

Before your conference: 

• Read my feedback on your Research Proposal / Draft 2 
• Complete your pre-conference worksheet 

  

Week 6 

Tuesday 05.05 

Due before class: Annotated Bibliography / Draft 2 

Before class: 

• Read “Making Claims” [TCR: 8] 
• Read “Supporting a thesis” [AWR: MLA1] 

In class: 

• Discussion: Conference followups, finishing the proposal 



• Peer-review of Annotated Bibliography / Draft 2: complete by 5 p.m. 
Wednesday! 

  

Thursday 05.07 

ASYNCHRONOUS WORK! 

Before classtime: 

• Read the prompt for the Research Paper assignment	 Download	the	
Research	Paper	assignment 

To do by 5 p.m. Sunday: 

• Watch "From the Proposal to the Paper" video 
• Review posted samples of Research Paper outlines 
• Any questions? Send or post them! 

  

Friday 05.08 

Due by 2:30 p.m.: Research Proposal / Final Draft 

  

Week 7 

Tuesday 05.12 

Due before class: Annotated Bibliography / Final Draft 

Before class: 

• Read “Assembling Reasons and Evidence” and “Planning and Drafting” [TCR: 9, 
12] 

• Read “Writing Arguments” [AWR: A4] 

In class: 

• Discuss paper planning and working claims, with group discussion 

  

Thursday 05.14 



ASYNCHRONOUS WORK! 

To do by 5 p.m. today: 

• Read “Organizing Your Argument” [TCR: 13] 
• Evaluate one student's working claim in the discussion thread 
• Complete online planning worksheet for practice 

To do by 5 p.m. Sunday: 

• Sign up for Week 8 conferences 
• Write your reflection of the AB & RP 

  

Friday 05.15 

Due by 2:30 p.m.: Research Paper / Draft 1 (outline) 

  

Week 8 

Individual conferences, Round Two 

Regular classes do not meet this week. There will be no office hours. 

Before your conference: 

• Complete your pre-conference worksheet. 

  

Week 9 

Tuesday 05.26 

 NEW DEADLINE — Due by 10 a.m.: Research Paper / Draft 2  

Before class: 

• Read drafts in your peer-review group 
• Read “Acknowledgments and Responses” and “Introductions and Conclusions” 

[TCR: 10, 16] 

In class: 

• Discuss paper development, intros & conclusions, MLA style 



  

Thursday 05.28 

ASYNCHRONOUS WORK! 

To do by 5 p.m. today: 

• Read "Communicating Evidence Visually" [TCR: 15] 
• Watch video module on visual elements 

• Complete & upload worksheets	 	Download	worksheetsfor Draft 2 peer-
review 

  

To do by 5 p.m. Sunday: 

• Complete MLA style exercise 

• Complete "Moving Forward"	 	Download	"Moving	Forward"worksheet 
& upload 

  

Week 10 

Tuesday 06.02 

Due by 10 a.m.: Research Paper / Draft 3 

Before class: 

• Read the draft in your peer-review pair 
• Prepare a list of three areas of concern you have about your own draft, for 

discussion with your partner 
• Read “Preparing a portfolio” [AWR: C4] and “Revising Style” [TCR: 17]. 

In class: 

• Discussion of Research Paper drafts and drafting 
• Review & discuss the Portfolio Reflection Letter assignment 
• Peer-review of Research Paper / Draft 3 

  

Thursday 06.04 

Before class: 



• Upload your latest Research Paper draft to your peer-review pair for 
proofreading 

• Review revision sections [AWR: C3-e through C3-i] 

In class: 

• Editing & proofreading workshop 
• Final details & farewells 

  

Before 5 p.m. Friday: — now optional 

Complete and upload draft-3 worksheets	 	Download	draft-3	worksheetsfor 
your peer-review partners 

Before noon Sunday: — now optional 

Complete one editing & proofing peer-review on the Discussion thread by returning 

a peer-review worksheet	 Download	peer-review	worksheet 

  

Finals Week 

Tuesday 06.09 

Due by 10 a.m.: Research Paper / Final Draft 

Due by 10 a.m.: Portfolio Reflection Letter 

  

 
 


